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his wife, the conflict becomes one between mother
and son. I witnessed a case where the son became so
furious with his mother, owing to a conflict between
her and his wife, that he beat his mother. With this
triangular relation in the house it is often very difficult
to maintain harmony.
If the conflict becomes intolerable, the daughter-in-
law may be repudiated. Repudiation is usually on the
initiation of the mother-in-law even against the will
of her son. If she could find any recognized ground
of such action, such as adultery or sterility of the
daughter-in-law, no compensation would be asked ;
otherwise, sixty to seventy dollars must be given to
the repudiated party. The daughter-in-law has no
right of redress against such action, but she may be
able to persuade her husband to stand firm for her.
In the latter case, a division of Chia will result.
The daughter-in-law has no right to request a
divorce. The positive action open to her is desertion
of the home. She- may run away to the town, where
she can find a job to maintain herself until a compromise
becomes possible. If her husband supports his mother
too firmly and there is no hope of reconciliation, she
may take a more desperate course: committing
suicide. According to popular belief she then becomes
a spirit and is able to revenge herself; furthermore her
own parents and brothers will seek redress, sometimes
even destroying part of her husband's house. There-
fore the mere threat of suicide is enough for practical
purposes to effect a reunion. Moreover, since the
mother-in-law has to face this possibility, she will
usually not drive the daughter-in-law so far as to pro-
voke the result she so much fears.
Disharmony in the Chia should not be exaggerated.

